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Leval (Soult's corps), crossing at Thorn in support of
Bessieres, was to be at Lipno on the 17th. St. Hilaire,
followed by Legrand (both of Soult's corps), to pass at
Wrocklavik on the 16th. Thus, on the 18th, Soult would
be, with his three divisions, across the Vistula, his right at
Dobrzyckow, his left at Eypin. ETey, Bernadotte, and Lannes
in s^gond line. KTey to make for Strasburg, his place at
Thorn i^5jng taken by Bernadotte and the Guard who would
arrive there on the 18th. For the present no further move-
ments could be definitely indicated, but, if the enemy did
not mean to make a stand, infantry would be useless for his
pursuit.

Scarcely had Napoleon passed these orders, when he
received a despatch from Murat, dated midnight of the
10th December, describing the passage of the Bug, and
asserting that the enemy had evacuated the left bank of the
Narew. This changed his views, and induced him to believe
the enemy was in full retreat. He at once issued fresh
orders.* Murat was directed in pursuit with all his avail-
able cavalry (about 30,000 men), including that of Davout,
Augereau, and Lannes, to link himself to Bessieres towards
Biezun, to endeavour to interrupt the road from Pultusk
to Koenigsberg, and to harass the enemy's rearguard to the
utmost. "With this great cavalry force, Murat would have
such a superiority of that arm that he would be master of
the situation, and could accept or refuse battle, as might
seem best in the circumstances of the moment. Meanwhile,
the infantry would secure as much rest as possible. Davout
to occupy Sierock, and, possibly, send one division to Pultusk.
Augereau to halt at Zackroczin and Wyszogorod, drawing
supplies from Plonsk and Blonie. Soult towards Plonsk.
Lannes to concentrate at Warsaw. Napoleon had himself
intended going to Thorn, but the reported retreat had changed
his views, and he was bound for Warsaw.

To Key he wrote that his infantry would be useless for
* dorr. 11,402, dated 18th December, 1806,